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Hiring Committee, 

Thank you for considering my application as you look for the right candidate for this position. 
The Friend magazine, as a church-wide publication, requires an intern with strong writing and 
editing skills who will maintain the high standards required by the Friend. I have learned such 
skills through various classes at Brigham Young University (BYU), and I have practiced many 
of them in various professional settings. 

I have honed my creative writing skills by attending various classes at BYU and several writing 
conferences. This semester, I am taking a course on writing for children and adolescents, where 
we focus on practicing different writing techniques that appeal to audiences ranging from 
children to young adults. This class has taught me to keep my audience in mind as I write, 
allowing me to change the style or the writing as necessary. I have also attended several writing 
conferences to gain insights into better writing techniques and to learn what the writing market is 
like for children’s and young adult books. I will be able to use this knowledge to focus my 
writing on what is relevant for the youth reading the Friend. 

My editing courses at BYU have also taught me valuable skills such as basic copy editing and 
substantive editing. I am currently taking a book publishing class where I practice these basics 
while editing a middle-grade novella and taking it through the publishing process. I have honed 
my editing skills through many internships and jobs. My first professional editing experience 
was editing for a company in France that made social networking apps. This internship pushed 
me out of my comfort zone and taught me to write and edit in a completely different style than I 
was used to. I am currently working as an editor for BYU Continuing Education. This position 
has continued to challenge my skills as an editor with various writing styles and in various 
mediums. I have learned to edit HTML code, reading packets for courses, and video transcripts 
among other things. I also participated on a team with a Church project to provide materials for 
students in impoverished countries who do not have access to a good education. I helped build 
and edit the student manuals, keeping in mind that these would be translated to French, and 
working to maintain consistency between the teacher’s manual and the student’s manual. 

Overall, these experiences have helped strengthen my skills as a writer and editor. I know these 
skills will allow me to be successful in putting forth high-quality work as an intern for the Friend 
as I strive to meet and exceed the demands of the magazine. 

 

Thank you, 

Aubrey Parry 


